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I.Introduction
1.The Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(OPCAT) provides that the National Preventive Mechanism (NPM) shall visit places of detention in order to prevent torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (torture and ill-treatment). The visits shall be undertaken with a view to
strengthening, if necessary, the protection of persons deprived of their liberty against torture and ill-treatment. The NPM shall
regularly examine the treatment of persons deprived of their liberty in places of detention with a view to strengthening, if necessary,
their protection against torture and ill-treatment; and shall make recommendations to the relevant authorities with the aim of improving
the treatment and the conditions of persons deprived of their liberty and to prevent torture and ill-treatment. Moreover, the NPM
may submit proposals and observations concerning existing and draft legislation. It is the responsibility of the State to ensure that it
has in place an NPM which complies with the requirements of the Optional Protocol.
2.The State Party (SP) shall guarantee the functional independence of the NPM and provide it with the necessary resources to enable
it to carry out its functions in accordance with the requirements of the OPCAT. The competent authorities are obliged to examine the
recommendations of the NPM and to enter into a dialogue with it regarding the implementation of its recommendations.
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