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T O O L

UNCAT Implementation Tool 2/2017

SAFEGUARDS IN THE FIRST HOURS
OF POLICE DETENTION
Safeguards against torture and other forms of ill-treatment are rules and procedures that guide authorities to
protect persons in police detention. Safeguards are practical and cost-efficient solutions to prevent abuse in
custodial settings, where the risk of torture and other ill-treatment is highest.
This implementation tool describes how safeguards against torture in the first hours of police detention may
be used to help States parties to the United Nations Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT) fulfil their obligations. While safeguards themselves are
not typically strict Convention obligations, they are practical solutions to challenges faced in the prevention
of torture and other ill-treatment during police detention. As such, safeguards help States fulfil various
international law obligations, including those described in articles 2, 11 and 16 of UNCAT, among others.

To be an effective protection against torture, each
safeguard must be implemented in a way that addresses
the particular risks of abuse in any particular country.
This tool provides examples to inspire good practices in
implementation and to help States recognise any “gaps” in
protection that still need to be addressed.
While the safeguards presented in this tool are effective
in protecting many persons in police detention, extra
measures may be necessary for persons with vulnerabilities
or who are at heightened risk, including children, women,
persons with disabilities, LGBTI, or any other reasons that
make persons in police detention particularly vulnerable.
States should consider whether and which extra measures
are needed to address particular vulnerabilities or risks.

“	

It is well-known that the risk of torture
and other ill-treatment is significantly
greater during the first hours of police
custody. To prevent torture during this
heightened period of risk, safeguards
must be put in place and implemented in
practice…We call on every State to invest
in safeguards to prevent torture and
other forms of ill-treatment.”
Joint statement in 2017 by UN Special
Rapporteur on torture, Mr. Nils Melzer and
three former Special Rapporteurs on torture,
Mr. Juan Méndez, Mr. Manfred Nowak, and
Mr. Theo van Boven.

The CTI ‘UNCAT Implementation Tools’ are a series of practical tools designed to share good practices among States on the
implementation of the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT).
They offer thematic guidance and ideas for State practitioners and policymakers as they develop or revise context-specific strategies,
mechanisms and procedures to prevent torture and other forms of ill-treatment or punishment, and provide remedies for victims.

1/11


BackSelect target paragraph3

Save

 ● ● ●




	Uwazi is developed by [image: Human Rights Information and Documentation Systems]

[image: uwazi]
	 
	Atlas of Torture
	 
	Library
	Login



	Info

	0Relationships

	








Search Tips


Search text
Type something in the search box to get some results.




Table of contents
 
No Table of Contents
Table of Contents allows users to navigate easier throught the document.


CTI and APT (2017) UNCAT Implementation Tool 2/2017: Safeguards in the first hours of police detention

Document
	Preview
	[image: Preview]

	Theme
		Detention: Detention - general
	Detention: Police custody / pre-trial detention
	Procedural safeguards: Procedural safeguards - general



	Language
	English

	Source
		Civil society organisations
	Inter-states initiatives : Convention against Torture Initiative



	Document Type
		Handbook/Manual/Training material



	Year
		2017



	Description
	Source:
https://cti2024.org/content/docs/CTI-Safeguards-final%20rev.pdf





Primary Documents


	php2G99zb.pdf
english
 DownloadView










No References
References are parts of this document related with other documents and entities.


No Relationships
Relationships are bonds between entities.





Create Reference
Select relationship type
	Communication
	Follow-up
	Publication
	Cooperation/ Exchange
	Projects


CancelSave

Search Tips














