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Preliminary remarks
1.The Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment was established
following the entry into force in June 2006 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment. The Subcommittee began its work in February 2007.
2.The objective of the Optional Protocol is to establish a system of regular visits undertaken by independent international and national
bodies to places where people are deprived of their liberty, in order to prevent torture and any other form of cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment. This report uses the generic term “ill-treatment” to refer to any form of cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment. The term should be understood in its widest sense, to include inter alia detention in inadequate
physical conditions.
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